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DOE Weekly Field Memo – August 25, 2010 
 
From the Vermont Department of Education: 

 Clarification on Common Core State Standards in Mathematics and English Language Arts 
 Op Ed from Commissioner Vilaseca: Vermont Adopts National Education Standards 
 Hazing, Harassment, Bullying, Suicide and Substance Abuse Prevention Training 

Resources 
 Re-examination of School District Part C Child Find Responsibility 
 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
 Child Nutrition Program Renewals are Due 
 Vermont LEA SIG Applications 
 State Board of Education Strategic Plan 
 State Board Monthly Report – March 2010 
 Save the Date Taking Responsibility for Bridging the Gap in Student Achievement 

Commitment Conference 2010 
 
From the Vermont National Guard: 

 Protocol for Announcing Death of Soldiers Associated with Your School 
 
From the Vermont Higher Education Collaborative (VT-HEC): 

 Principles and Practices of the Brain Compatible Classroom Workshop 
 Fall Courses Listing 

 
From the Vermont State Department of Forest, Parks and Recreation: 

 Field Trip Grants from Target 
 
Clarification on Common Core State Standards in Mathematics and English Language Arts 
Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Curriculum Coordinators, Classroom Educators 
CLARIFICATION: The State Board of Education voted to adopt the Common Core State Standards in 
mathematics and English Language Arts at its August meeting. The adoption of the standards represents 
the first step in a multi-year transition plan to the assessment of those standards in SY2014-2015. In the 
meantime, the NECAP assessment in math, reading and writing will continue to be administered in 
October. All changes in the role of NECAP grade expectations and assessment will be addressed in the 
Common Core transition plan. To the best of our current knowledge, NECAP will continue to be our 
state assessment for school accountability until fall 2013 and possibly until fall 2014. Visit 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_assessment/necap.html for the latest on NECAP 
examinations, including this fall’s testing window.  
Contact: Gail Taylor, Director, Research, Standards & Assessment, (802) 828-5158 or 
gail.taylor@state.vt.us or Marty Gephart, Program Manager, (802) 828-1462 or 
marty.gephart@state.vt.us 
 
Op Ed from Commissioner Vilaseca: Vermont Adopts National Education Standards 
Audience: All  
On August 17, 2010, the Vermont State Board of Education approved the adoption of the Common Core 
State Standards. The Common Core State Standards initiative is a national effort to have common 
learning expectations for all students across the country. Vermont is the 31st state to adopt these 
standards, and it is expected that all remaining states will do so as well in the coming months. To view the 
complete document, go to http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/maindept.html#oped. 
Contact: Jill Remick at (802) 828-3154 or jill.remick@state.vt.us  
 
Hazing, Harassment, Bullying, Suicide and Substance Abuse Prevention Training Resources 
Audience: Principals, Guidance Counselors 
This document provides a list of organizations and individuals who provide hazing, harassment, bullying, 
suicide prevention and substance abuse prevention training (required by Act 182 of 2006, sec. 27). View 
the complete document at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_safeschools/pubs.html#training_resources. 
Contact: Barbara Crippen at (802) 828-5937 or barbara.crippen@state.vt.us 
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Re-examination of School District Part C Child Find Responsibility 
Audience: EEE Coordinators, Superintdendents, Principals, Special Educators/Administrators  
On June 23, 2010, Commissioners Vilaseca (DOE) and Dale (AHS) approved a joint agency 
memorandum regarding school district and Part C host agency Child Find responsibility and coordination 
for children from birth up to 3 years old. The memo charges that the DOE and AHS re-examine how the 
current system functions in all regions of the state. The goal is to determine how to improve the Part C 
Child Find system in order to best identify, locate and evaluate young children birth to 3 who are 
suspected of being a child with a developmental delay and/or disability and may be in need of Part C 
early intervention services. To view the complete document, go to  
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_earlyed/essential_early.html#child_find. 
Contact: Kate Rogers at (802) 828-5115 or kate.rogers@state.vt.us  
 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973  
Audience: Principals, Superintendents, Special Education Administrators 
This law protects people with disabilities from discrimination in any program or activity receiving federal 
funding. Students with disabilities that substantially limit a major life activity such as learning, working, 
hearing, speaking, etc. may require an individual accommodation plan or specific services to ensure 
access to education and school sponsored activities. View information and the links to federal regulations 
and the 504 guide at http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_sped/laws.html#504.  
Contact: Barbara Crippen, Legal Counsel, at (802) 828-5937 or barbara.crippen@state.vt.us  
 
Child Nutrition Program Renewals are Due 
Audience: Food Service Managers, Business Managers 
The 2010-2011 Child Nutrition Program Renewal information was sent to school food service managers 
and business managers recently. All programs participating in Child Nutrition Programs must update and 
complete this information and submit it before September 30, 2010. For more information, go to: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_nutrition/school_nutrition/policy.html#renewal.  
Contact: Laurie Colgan, Director, Child Nutrition Programs, at (802) 828-5153 or 
laurie.colgan@state.vt.us 
 
Vermont LEA SIG Applications  
Audience: Superintendents, Principals 
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan announced on April 30, 2010 that Vermont will receive $8.5 
million to turn around its persistently lowest achieving schools through the School Improvement Grants 
(SIG) program. In order for a school district to apply for these funds, it must have a state-identified 
"persistently lowest achieving" school (Tier I and II) or a Tier III school - a school that has failed to meet 
annual yearly progress for two years and is not identified as a persistently lowest achieving school. 
However, Tier III schools can only receive funds once all of the state's persistently lowest achieving 
schools have received funds. View applications by supervisory union, including SU name, school name, 
application status and award amount at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_improvement/sig_resources.html#applications.  
Contact: Karin Edwards at (802) 828-1622 or karin.edwards@state.vt.us; or John Fischer at (802) 828-
0488 or john.fischer@state.vt.us 
 
State Board of Education Strategic Plan 
Audience: All 
Pursuant to Section 180 of Title 16 which requires the State Board of Education to “adopt through a public 
process a statewide strategic education plan to describe how the agency will help schools boards to 
improve student performance” and that it be reviewed and updated every five years, the Board voted to 
approve the Strategic Plan at its meeting on August 17, 2010. The plan has been renewed to 1) reflect 
current practice and views, 2) assure that all students graduate from high school having achieved 
proficiency in reading, math, science, writing and 21st Century skill development and are prepared to 
enter college or training in a career of their choosing, and 3) integrate the tenets of transformation. The 
department will now move ahead with the development of its implementation plan. View the entire plan at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/mainboard.html#strategic. 
Contact: Carol King, State Board liaison, at (802) 828-5101 or carol.c.king@state.vt.us  
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State Board Monthly Report – March 2010 
Audience: All 
The State Board of Education produces a monthly report that is intended to update the public on Board 
activities and priorities. View the August report at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/board/schedule.html#monthly_reports. 
Contact: Carol King, State Board Liaison, at (802) 828-5101 or carol.c.king@state.vt.us  
 
Save the Date: Taking Responsibility for Bridging the Gap in Student Achievement Commitment 
Conference 2010 
Audience: School Boards, Superintendents, Principals, Teachers, Support Staff, Counselors, 
Parents, Students, Parent-Child Centers, Community Action Agencies, Early Childhood Programs, 
Afterschool Programs 
October 22, 2010, Randolph Union High School. Join us for an important opportunity to work with 
colleagues who share your commitment to the success of all students. To succeed in this modern 
economy, we must equip our students with the knowledge and skills they need for success in college, 
career, citizenship and life. That is why school districts, stakeholders, and policymakers must tackle a 
significant problem in our schools – the need to improve academic outcomes among low-income 
students. This conference will take a step toward doing so – by convening stakeholders to develop 
consensus and commitment around strategies to address Vermont’s poverty-based achievement gap. 
This conference will help build a platform from which we can work together to do what it takes to make 
change happen. Sponsored by: The Vermont Child Poverty Council, Voices for Vermont's Children and 
the Vermont Department of Education. For more information go to: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#gap.   
DOE Contact: Gail Taylor at (802) 828-5158 or gail.taylor@state.vt.us  
Contact: Nicole Mace at (802) 229-6377 or nicolem@voicesforvtkids.org 
 
From the Vermont National Guard: 
 
Protocol for Announcing Death of Soldiers Associated with Your School 
Audience: Superintendents, Principals, School Board Members 
The Vermont National Guard is asking schools and school administrators to refrain from making 
announcements to the media about the death of a soldier associated with their school until after this 
information has been announced by the Vermont National Guard. There is an important protocol in place 
for the Guard to make these announcements in order to allow the proper notification to the families 
affected. If you are made aware of a death of a soldier associated with your school, please resist the 
temptation to announce it yourselves. Certainly after the Vermont National Guard has made a formal 
announcement, you are welcome to speak with the press in any manner you see fit.  
Contact: LtCol Lloyd Goodrow at Lloyd.goodrow@us.army.mil or (802) 338-3324 or (802) 233-1805 
 
From the Vermont Higher Education Collaborative (VT-HEC): 
 
Principles and Practices of the Brain Compatible Classroom Workshop  
Audience: All 
What can the integration of the fields of cognitive science and educational research tell us about how to 
design optimal learning environments? And what, exactly, do these principles look like when put into 
practice in our schools? Come find out by spending a day with a renowned researcher on learning and 
the brain and a veteran teacher who has put these findings into practice. Together they will help you 
understand how to begin to use these findings to improve learning for all students. Workshop includes 
three-month access to How People Learn — the VT-HEC’s special Web site on this topic — participants 
can continue to access related readings, models, videos, a blog and more. October 25, 2010 at Winooski 
High School. For information & registration, go to http://www.vthec.org. 
Contact: Kim McKellar, Administrative Assistant, at (802) 498-3350 or kim.mckeller@vthec.org  
 
Fall Courses Listing 
Audience: All 
VT-HEC is offering fall courses in Secondary Education, Autism, Early Childhood, Special Education, 
Health Education and its new Driver Education program. For more information on any of VT-HEC fall 
courses and opportunities, visit http://www.vthec.org where you can view the fall flyer and register. 
Contact: Kim McKellar, Administrative Assistant, at (802) 498-3350 or kim.mckeller@vthec.org  
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From the Vermont State Department of Forest, Parks and Recreation: 
 
Field Trip Grants from Target 
Audience: All 
Are you interested in taking a group of students on a field trip this year, but funding is tight? You should 
apply for a field trip grant from Target: 
http://sites.target.com/site/en/company/page.jsp?contentId=WCMP04-031880. Target will fund up to $700 
to pay for transportation to your field trip site. The deadline to apply is September 30

th
. Are you 

wondering where you can take students for an interesting, interactive and dynamic field trip? Look no 
further than Vermont State Parks! Field trips are available on all sorts of topics from Native American 
studies to tree identification (and more)! Fall field trips are available at: 
Jamaica State Park, in Jamaica, Vermont 
Button Bay State Park, in Vergennes, Vermont 
Little River State Park, in Waterbury, Vermont 
Groton State Forest, in Groton, Vermont 
Contact: Rebecca Phelps, Conservation Education Coordinator, VT Dept of Forests, Parks & Recreation 
at (802) 241-3651 or rebecca.phelps@state.vt.us 
  
______________________________________________ 
 
Weekly Field Memo is Online! 
The DOE Weekly Field Memo is archived on the Department of Education Web site at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/field_memo.html. Field Memos and the corresponding 
attachments are available for download. For Field Memo information three months or older, or for other 
questions, please contact Jill Remick, communications director, at (802) 828-3154 or 
jill.remick@state.vt.us.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
For the Department of Education Web site see: http://education.vermont.gov/. For upcoming events or 
professional development opportunities, see the DOE Calendar of Events located at: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html. 
 
Main Department Line: (802) 828-3135 
 
NOTE: For comments or questions specific to the messages above, please contact the person listed. DO 
NOT reply to this message.  
 
This Field Memo is posted weekly by the Department of Education to better organize our e-
communications to the field. There may be times when separate messages from the department will still 
be sent. 
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